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WORLD  IIEAT  PRODUCTION  IN  1951^ 


Production  of  meat  during  195ii-  in  the  principal  countries  of  the  world,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Far  East,  was  approximately  3  percent  greater  than  the  record  out- 
put of  1953,  2h  percent  greater  than  the  19l;6-50  average,  and  20  percent  above 
prewar*    Production  in  the  hZ  countries  for  which  detailed  production  estimates 
have  been  prepared  totaled  83  billion  pounds  during  1954  and  accounted  for  perhaps 
93  percent  of  the  world  output,  exclusive  of  Ghina^,  according  to  information 
collected  and  analyzed  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 

Meat  output  is  now  substantially  above  the  19lj.6-50  average  in  Eastern  and 
Western  Europe,  the  U,S.S.Ro,  ilustralia.  New  Zealand,  and  North  America,  But 
production  in  South  America  apparently  is  below  the  average  „    Fairly  large  in- 
creases'in  meat  production  during  195^4  were  recorded  in  Vfestern  Europe,  North 

;,  /unerica,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand^,    But  Droduction  in  South  ilmerica  as  a  whole 

I  during  the  year  apparently?-  was  below  1953  o 

A  further  moderate  increase  in  m.eat  output  during  1955  is  in  prospect.  World 
cattle  and  sheep  numbers  have  been  increasing  and  have  established  new  high  records, 
■Hog  numbers  rose  6  percent  during  195U  to  set  also  a  new  high  total.    The  increased 
j  number  of  hogs  in  the  world  is  already  showing  up  in  increased  pork  production^ 
I  Indications  now  point  to  record  meat  production  during  1955  in  Australia,  New 

Zealand,  the  United  Kingdom^  France^  and  a  number  of  countries  in  Western  Europe^ 
j  Production  in  the  United  States,  the  world's  largest  producer,  is  expected  to  show 
■  its  fourth  consecutive  increase  and  attain  a  new  high^    Output  of  both  beef  and 
pork  are  likely  to  increase  with  most  of  the  increase  occurring  in  pork. 

Progressive  increases  in  meat  production  for  several  years  in  the  United 
IGngdom,  the  United  States,  Western  Germany,  Italy,  Sweden,  and  Franc-e  nre  tending 
to  limit  import  requirements »    However,  during  the  past  2  years  the  U.S.S.R,  has 
imported  large  quantities  of  meat  from  the  free  world.    Also  with  general  world 
prosperity  there  has  been  a  continued  strong  demand  for  meat,  which  has  tended  to 
provide 'a  favorable  market  for  surplus  producing  countries,  such  as  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  Denmark,  Argentina,  Uruguay,  and  Ireland. 
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World  rae:'t  output  has  now  reached  such  high  levels  that  it  would  appear  that 
the  principal  exporting  countries  may  expect  lower  prices  fur  their  production, 
and  the  competition  for  export  markets  will  become  more  severe.    New  Zealand, 
Australia,  Germany,  and  France  have  embarked  on  programs  to  develop  new  export 
outlets  for  their  production.    Some  of  these  countries,  together  with  Denmark, 
appear  particularly  interested  in  increasing  shipments  to  the  U.S^S.R,  and  other 
Eastern  European  areas^  in  view  of  the  dim  outlook  for  increased  sales  in  the 
United  Kingdom,    The  United  Kingdom  is  by  far  the  largest  meat  importing  country 
in  the  world  and  accounted  for  76  percent  of  all  meat  entering  international  trade 
in  1953. 

Meat  1/ ;  __Summary  _of  Wor^Ld  Production,  19yh}  J^i'th  Com.parisqns 
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Total  8/  - 

•  67,117 

:  80,801 

:       83,000  ! 

.     /  23,7 

:    /  2,7 

3/  Carcass  meat  ~  excludes  offal,'  la rd7  rabbit  and  poultr^r  meat,    27^anada',  J^lexico^ 
United- States  and  Cuba,    3/  Austria,  Belgium,  Denmark,  France,  Hestern  Germany, 
Greece,  Ireland,  Italy,  the  Netherlands,  Noi-^jaj-,  Portugal,  Spain,  Sweden, 
Sx-ritzerland,  the  United  Kingdom,  Yugoslavia,  Bulgaria,  Czechoslovakia,  Eastern 
Germany, -Hungary,  Poland,  Finland,  and  Rumania;    h/  Estiinates -  included  in  the  total, 
5/  Egypt,  Turkey,  Iraq  and  Iran„    6/  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia,  Paraguay, 
ana  Uruguay,    7/  Australia  and  New  Zealand,    8/  Total  for  1^2  countries  as  listed 
above.    During  1938,  1|1  of  these  cotuatries  produced  an  estimated  66,3  billion 
pounds  of  meat  out  of  an  estdjnated  total  of  70  billion  pounds  for  67  countries, 
excluding  China,  'It  is  estimated  that  the  1^2  countries' produce  93  percent  of  the 
world  meat  output,  exclusive  of  China. 
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Stocks  of  frozen  meat  have  accimulatGd  in  the  United  Kingdom  since  decontrol 
in  July  19^hc    Home  production  has  increased  substantially  in  recent  years a  Home 
production  during  19^4  supplied  6?  percent  of  the  nation's  requirements  of  carcass 
meat  and  edible  offal  compared  with  65  percent  in  19^1  and  only  ^1  percent  in  pre- 
war.   Domestic  production  supplied  lj.6  percent  of  the  bacon  and  ham  used  in  the 
United  Kingdom  last  year  compared  with  only  29  percent  in  prewar.    Since  the  de- 
control of  the  meat  trade  and  the  end  of  rationing^  British  consumers  have  shovjn 
a  strong  preference  for  fresh  and  chilled  meats  over  frozen  supplies o  Current 
wholesale  prices  of  frozen  Australian  and  New  Zealand  beef  are  about  half  the  prices 
of  comparable  grades  of  home-produced  and  Irish  beef^    This  has 'resulted  in  a  sharp 
increase  in  exports  of  chilled  beef  from  Australia^  New  Zealand,  Argentina,  and 
Uruguay  for  the  British  trade «    Frozen  lamb  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  selling  at  a 
distinct  discount  under  prices  of  chilled  carcasses. 

Apparently/-  total  meat  production  in  the  p]rincipal  producing  countries  of  South 
->^or±ca  during  19^k  was  slightly  less  than  a  year  earlier  and  moderately  below  the 
19[j.6-50  average e    Because  meat  output  continues  low  cxrjorts  have  dwindled^,    In  a 
number  of  countries  demand  for  meat  has  continued  unusually  strong  at  controlled 
prices  and  larger  amounts  have  been  consumer  domestically, 

Argentina  has  finally  filled  its  beef  deficit  to  the  United  Kingdom  under  con-^ 
tract  to  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  which  had  been  arranged  Drior  to  decontrol 
in  195i4»    Free  trade  sales  of  beef  are  now  being  made.    The  steady  flow  of  cattle 
which  is  anticipated  during  the  winter  months  will  probably  be  large  chough  to 
provide  a  surplus  for  export,  the  bulk  of  which  will  go  as  chilled  beef  to  the 
United  Kingdom.    A  recent  barter  agreement  with  the  U^S.S^Ro  included  hh  million 
pounds  of  mutton  and  about  half  of  this  has  been  shipped.    Exports  of  lamb  during 
the  first  five  months  of  1955,  mostly  to  the  United  Kingdom,  totaled  37  million 
pounds.  ^ Exports  of  pork  sides  have  been  prohibited  since  August  1951;,  except  for 
small  shipments  to  Czechoslovakia,  which  were  completed  this  spring,    A  small 
export  quota  has  been  authorized  for  shipment  in  July.    Additional  pork  exnorts 
this  year  will  probably  be  small. 

Planned  exporis  of  beef  from  Uruguay  this  year  are  much  less  than  during  19$h^ 
These  exports  vrill  be  heavily  subsidized,    (see  Foreign  Cro^^s  and  Markets, 

Epjyuary  28,  1955),   "  

The  above  report  is  one  of  a 'regularly  scheduled  series  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign  Crops 
and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  reports  of  Agricultural 
l^^£-^,s_jnd  othei^^^  abroad, 

A  summary  of  this  inf  omation  was'  published  in  the  June  6,  1955  issue  of 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets. 
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